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At{that{time)John]said to Jesus,
[infyourname;

and 'we'tried 'to'prevent’ him'because’he'does not'follow/us."

First Reading: (Num 11:25-29) The Lord
came down in the cloud and spoke to him,
and took some of the spirit that was upon
him and put it upon the seventy elders;
and when the spirit rested upon them,
they prophesied. But they did so no more.
Now two men remained in the camp, one
named Eldad, and the other named Me-
dad, and the spirit rested upon them; they
were among those registered, but they
had not gone out to the tent, and so they
prophesied in the camp. And a young man
ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are
prophesying in the camp.” And Joshua the
son of Nun, the minister of Moses, one
of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses,
forbid them.” But Moses said to him, “Are
you jealous for my sake? Would that all
the Lord’s people were prophets, that
the Lord would put his spiritupon them!”

Ps 18:8, 10, 12-14

R./ The precepts of the Lord gladden
the heart.

Second Reading: (Jas 5:1-6) Come now,
you rich, weep and howl for the miseries
that are coming upon you. Your riches
have rotted and your garments are
moth-eaten. Your gold and silver have
rusted, and their rust will be evidence
against you and will eat your flesh like
fire. You have laid up treasure for the last
days. Behold, the wages of the laborers
who mowed your fields, which you kept
back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of
the harvesters have reached the ears of
the Lord of hosts. You have lived on the
earth in luxury and in pleasure; you have
fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.
You have condemned, you have killed the
righteous man; he does not resist you.

Gospel: (Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48) John said
to Jesis, “Teacher, we saw a man casting
outdemons in your name, and we forbade
him, because he was not following us.”
But Jesus said, “Do not forbid him; for no
one who does a mighty work in my name




will be able soon after to speak evil of me.
For he that is not against us is for us. For
truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup
of water to drink because you bear the
name of Christ, will by no means lose his
reward. “Whoever causes one of these lit-
tle ones who believe in me to sin, it would
be better for him if a great millstone were
hung round his neck and he were thrown
into the sea. And if your hand causes you
to sin, cut it off; it is better for you to enter

life maimed than with two hands to go to
hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your
foot causes you to sin, cutit off; itis better
for you to enter life lame than with two
feet to be thrown into hell. And if your eye
causes you to sin, pluck it out; it is better
for you to enter the kingdom of God with
one eye than with two eyes to be thrown
into hell, where their worm does not die,
and the fire is not quenched.
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Jesus teaches the three conditions of tolerance in the context of evangelization; if one
speaks well of Christ, belongs to Christ and does good works towards humankind. It is
only by proclaiming, belonging and doing, one can proclaim that he/she belongs
to Christ. This commitment is not so easy as Jesus warns about the reality of sin and
the utmost care needed in preventing them. Any sin caused by human hands, feet or
eyes leading another to sin is condemned severely by Jesus because that is against
belonging to Christ. To belong to Christ is highly demanding, it goes above one’s own life.




