34" Week : Psalter Wk 11

27 Nov Saturday

St James Intercisus (d. 421) was a favorite of King Yezdigerd | of Persia and a Christian. He §
abandoned his religion when Yesdigerd launched a persecution of the Christians. When the king died,
James repented of his apostasy and declared himselfto be a Christian to the new king, Bahram. When
James refused to apostasize, he was executed by having his body cut apart piece by piece, beginning

with his fingers (hence his sumame Intercisus - cut to pieces). -

First Reading: (Dan 7:15-27) “As for me,
Daniel, my spirit within me was anxious
and the visions of my head alarmed me.
approached one of those who stood there
and asked him the truth concerning all
this. So he told me, and made known to
me the interpretation of the things. ‘These
four great beasts are four kings who shall
arise out of the earth. But the saints of the
Most High shall receive the kingdom, and
possess the kingdom for ever, for ever and
ever’ “Then I desired to know the truth
concerning the fourth beast, which was
different from all the rest, exceedingly
terrible, with its teeth of iron and claws
of bronze; and which devoured and broke
in pieces, and stamped the residue with
its feet; and concerning the ten horns
that were on its head, and the other horn
which came up and before which three
of them fell, the horn which had eyes
and a mouth that spoke great things, and
which seemed greater than its fellows.
As I looked, this horn made war with the
saints, and prevailed over them, until the
Ancient of Days came, and judgment was
given for the saints of the Most High, and
the time came when the saints received
the kingdom. “Thus he said: ‘As for the
fourth beast, there shall be a fourth king-
dom on earth, which shall be different
from all the kingdoms, and it shall devour
the whole earth, and trample it down, and
break it to pieces. As for the ten horns,
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- REFLECTION

out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise,
and another shall arise after them; he
shall be different from the former ones,
and shall put down three kings. He shall
speak words against the Most High, and
shall wear out the saints of the Most
High, and shall think to change the times
and the law; and they shall be given into
his hand for a time, two times, and half a
time. But the court shall sit in judgment,
and his dominion shall be taken away, to
be consumed and destroyed to the end.
And the kingdom and the dominion and
the greatness of the kingdoms under the
whole heaven shall be given to the people
of the saints of the Most High; their king-
dom shall be an everlasting kingdom, and
all dominions shall serve and obey them!

Dan 3:82-87
R./ Give glory and eternal praise
to him.

Gospel: (Lk 21:34-36) Jesus said to his
disciples, “Take heed to yourselves lest
your hearts be weighed down with dissi-
pation and drunkenness and cares of this
life, and that day come upon you suddenly
like a snare; for it will come upon all who
dwell upon the face of the whole earth.
But watch at all times, praying that you
may have strength to escape all these
things that will take place, and to stand
before the Son of man.”

All the gospel passages of this week affirm the fact that the end days, and the days
preceding the second coming of the Son of God will be quite frightening. Those will
be the days of anxiety, terror and uncertainty. However, Jesus clarifies also that we
should not waste time awaiting these days doing nothing, or simply worrying about
what is going to come, rather live our life responsibly according to the will of God. Let
us wake up to the call of Jesus to live in faith and love of God. Let us pray to God
to give us the needed strength to face our daily trails with an attitude of total surrender
to the will of God, who loves us unconditionally.




