26 Nov Friday

34" Week : Psalter Wk 11
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Saint John Berchmans (1599-1621) was a Jesuit scholastic from Diest, Belgium. He

’ is the patron saint of altar servers. When he died, a large crowd gathered for several days

5

First Reading: (Dan 7:2-14) Daniel said, “I
saw in my vision by night, and behold, the
four winds of heaven were stirring up the
great sea. And four great beasts came up
out of the sea, different from one another.
The first was like a lion and had eagles’
wings. Then as I looked its wings were
plucked off, and it was lifted up from the
ground and made to stand upon two feet
like a man; and the mind of a man was
given to it. And behold, another beast, a
second one, like a bear. It was raised up
on one side; it had three ribs in its mouth
between its teeth; and it was told, ‘Arise,
devour much flesh. After this I looked,
and lo, another, like a leopard, with four
wings of a bird on its back; and the beast
had four heads; and dominion was given
to it. After this I saw in the night visions,
and behold, a fourth beast, terrible and
dreadful and exceedingly strong; and ithad
great iron teeth; it devoured and broke in
pieces, and stamped the residue with its
feet. It was different from all the beasts
that were before it; and it had ten horns.
I considered the horns, and behold, there
came up among them another horn, a little
one, before which three of the first horns
were plucked up by the roots; and behold,
in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a
man, and a mouth speaking great things.
As Ilooked, thrones were placed and one
that was ancient of days took his seat; his
raiment was white as snow, and the hair
of his head like pure wool; his throne was
fiery flames, its wheels were burning fire.
A stream of fire issued and came forth
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to view his remains before burial in Sant Ignazio Church, and to invoke his intercession.

from before him; a thousand thousands
served him, and ten thousand times ten
thousand stood before him; the court sat
in judgment, and the books were opened.
I looked then because of the sound of the
great words which the horn was speaking.
And as I looked, the beast was slain, and
its body destroyed and given over to be
burned with fire. As for the rest of the
beasts, their dominion was taken away,
but their lives were prolonged for a season
and a time. I saw in the night visions, and
behold, with the clouds of heaven there
came one like a son of man, and he came
to the Ancient of Days and was presented
before him. And to him was given dominion
and glory and kingdom, that all peoples,
nations, and languages should serve him;
his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away, and his kingdom
one that shall not be destroyed

Dan 3:75-81
R./ Give glory and eternal praise
to him!

Gospel: (Lk 21:29-33) Jesus told his disci-
ples a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all
the trees; as soon as they come out in leaf,
you see for yourselves and know that the
summer is already near. So also, when you
see these things taking place, you know
that the kingdom of God is near. Truly, I
say to you, this generation will not pass
away till all has taken place. Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will
not pass away.”

In the midst of destruction, terrors, persecutions, tribulations and so on, Jesus wants
us not to be anxious about them but to have faith in God’s providence. Further, Jesus
clearly stresses: “When you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom
of God is near.” And what he says is the truth. Therefore, his words will never pass
away without being fulfilled. In St. John’s Gospel, Jesus declares: “I am the truth”. He
is always there, yesterday, today and tomorrow. Yes, of course, wherever He is,

there is the kingdom of God.




