
24 Nov  Wednesday St Andrew Dung-Lac : Psalter Wk II

St Andrew Dung-Lac & Companions: Pope John Paul II canonized a group of 117 
martyrs who died for the  Faith in Vietnam during the nineteenth century.  Andrew Dung-Lac, a 
Vietnamese diocesan priest, was the  leader of this group. He was imprisoned and repeatedly 
tortured during the persecutions of Minh-Meng.(1820-40). 

First Reading: (Dan 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 
23-29) King Belshazzar made a great feast 
for a thousand of his lords, and drank 
wine in front of the thousand. Belshazzar, 
when he tasted the wine, commanded 
that the vessels of gold and of silver which 
Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out 
of the temple in Jerusalem be brought, 
that the king and his lords, his wives, and 
his concubines might drink from them. 
Then they brought in the golden and sil-
ver vessels which had been taken out of 
the temple, the house of God in Jerusalem; 
and the king and his lords, his wives, and 
his concubines drank from them. They 
drank wine, and praised the gods of gold 
and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. 
Immediately the fingers of a man’s hand 
appeared and wrote on the plaster of the 
wall of the king’s palace, opposite the 
lampstand; and the king saw the hand as 
it wrote. Then the king’s colour changed, 
and his thoughts alarmed him; his limbs 
gave way, and his knees knocked together. 
Then Daniel was brought in before the 
king. The king said to Daniel, “You are that 
Daniel, one of the exiles of Judah, whom 
the king my father brought from Judah. 
I have heard of you that the spirit of the 

holy gods is in you, and that light and 
understanding and excellent wisdom are 
found in you. But I have heard that you can 
give interpretations and solve problems. 
Now if you can read the writing and make 
known to me its interpretation, you shall 
be clothed with purple, and have a chain 
of gold about your neck, and shall be the 
third ruler in the kingdom. Then Daniel 
answered before the king, “Let your gifts 
be for yourself, and give your rewards 
to another; nevertheless I will read the 
writing to the king and make known to 
him the interpretation. You have lifted 
up yourself against the Lord of heaven; 
and the vessels of his house have been 
brought in before you, and you and your 
lords, your wives, and your concubines 
have drunk wine from them; and you 
have praised the gods of silver and gold, 
of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which 
do not see or hear or know, but the God 
in whose hand is your breath, and whose 
are all your ways, you have not honoured. 
“Then from his presence the hand was 
sent, and this writing was inscribed. And 
this is the writing that was inscribed: 
MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and PARSIN. This 
is the interpretation of the matter: MENE, 



God has numbered the days of your king-
dom and brought it to an end; TEKEL, you 
have been weighed in the balances and 
found wanting; PERES, your kingdom is 
divided and given to the Medes and Per-
sians.” Then Belshazzar commanded, and 
Daniel was clothed with purple, a chain of 
gold was put about his neck, and procla-
mation was made concerning him, that he 
should be the third ruler in the kingdom.
Dan 3:62-67
R./ Give glory and eternal praise 

to him.

Gospel: (Lk 21:12-19) Jesus said to his 
disciples, “They will lay their hands on 

Jesus after predicting the destruction of the temple at Jerusalem and the forthcoming 
terrors, warns his disciples about all that would happen to them. He cautions them of the 
persecutions they have to face from the kings and governors. However, Jesus assures 
them that when they are called to bear testimony to Christ before the kings, he would 
assist them with the needed wisdom. Finally, Jesus asks his disciples to bear all the 
trials and persecutions with patience and endurance in order to profit eternal life. Jesus 
asks each one of us to be patient in their suffering and faithful to Him always 
even in the midst of trials and tribulations and seek always the kingdom of God.

you and persecute you, delivering you 
up to the synagogues and prisons, and 
you will be brought before kings and 
governors for my name’s sake. This will 
be a time for you to bear testimony. Settle 
it therefore in your minds, not to meditate 
beforehand how to answer; for I will give 
you a mouth and wisdom, which none of 
your adversaries will be able to withstand 
or contradict. You will be delivered up 
even by parents and brothers and kins-
men and friends, and some of you they 
will put to death; you will be hated by all 
for my name’s sake. But not a hair of your 
head will perish. By your endurance you 
will gain your lives.”


