Weekdays of Christmastide: Psalter Wk II

9 Jan Saturday

St Adrian of Canterbury (died 710), a native of North Africa, was a famous scholar and

the abbot of St Augustine’s Abbey in Canterbury in the English county of Kent. He died on
January 9 in Canterbury, and his tomb soon became famous for the miracles wrought there.

First Reading: (1 Jn 5:14-21) And this is
the confidence which we have in him, that
if we ask anything according to his will he
hears us. And if we know that he hears
us in whatever we ask, we know that we
have obtained the requests made of him.
If any one sees his brother committing
what is not a mortal sin, he will ask, and
God will give him life for those whose sin
is not mortal. There is sin which is mortal;
I do not say that one is to pray for that. All
wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin which is
not mortal. We know that any one born of
God does not sin, but He who was born of
God keeps him, and the evil one does not
touch him. We know that we are of God,
and the whole world is in the power of the
evil one. And we know that the Son of God
has come and has given us understanding,
to know him who is true; and we are in
him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ.
This is the true God and eternal life. Little
children, keep yourselves from idols.
Ps 149:1-6, 9

R./ The Lord takes delight in his
people.

Gospel: (Jn 3:22-30) Jesus and his disciples
went into the land of Judea; there he
remained with them and baptized. John
also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim,
because there was much water there; and
people came and were baptized. For John
had not yet been put in prison. Now a
discussion arose between John's disciples
and a Jew over purifying. And they came to
John, and said to him, "Rabbi, he who was
with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you
bore witness, here he is, baptizing, and all
are going to him." John answered, "No one
can receive anything except what is given
him from heaven. You yourselves bear me
witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but
I have been sent before him. He who has
the bride is the bridegroom; the friend of
the bridegroom, who stands and hears
him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's
voice; therefore this joy of mine is now full.
He must increase, but I must decrease."

Imitation of John the Baptist is an antidote against our craving for fame. He is not
carried away by jealousy at the rising popularity of Jesus. He is so authentic to be
deeply conscious of his true identity as the precursor of the awaited Messiah. His
role is to prepare the way. He is so happy to play his role as the friend of the real
bridegroom who is Jesus. He is so humble to allow himself to decrease and promote
Jesus to increase.How renewed we will be if we model ourselves seriously on the
life and person of John the Baptist, especially in reference to his humility and
awareness of his identity!

