Weekdays of Christmastide: Psalter Wk II

5 Jan Tuesday

John Nepomucene Neumann, C.Ss.R.(1811 – 1860), was a Catholic priest from Bohemia.
He immigrated to the United States in 1836, where he joined the Redemptorist order and became
the fourth Bishop of Philadelphia (1852–60). He is the first United States bishop to be canonized.
While Bishop of Philadelphia, Neumann founded the first Catholic diocesan school system in the
United States. He is the patron saint for Catholic Education.

First Reading: (1 Jn 4:7-10) Beloved, let
us love one another; for love is of God, and
he who loves is born of God and knows
God. He who does not love does not know
God; for God is love. In this the love of God
was made manifest among us, that God
sent his only Son into the world, so that
we might live through him. In this is love,
not that we loved God but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the expiation
for our sins.
Ps 71:1-4, 7-8

R./ All nations shall fall prostrate
before you, O Lord.

Gospel: (Mk 6:34-44) As Jesus went
ashore he saw a great throng, and he had
compassion on them, because they were
like sheep without a shepherd; and he
began to teach them many things. And
when it grew late, his disciples came to
him and said, "This is a lonely place, and
the hour is now late; send them away, to

go into the country and villages round
about and buy themselves something to
eat." But he answered them, "You give
them something to eat." And they said to
him, "Shall we go and buy two hundred
denarii worth of bread, and give it to them
to eat?" And he said to them, "How many
loaves have you? Go and see." And when
they had found out, they said, "Five, and
two fish." Then he commanded them all
to sit down by companies upon the green
grass. So they sat down in groups, by
hundreds and by fifties. And taking the
five loaves and the two fish he looked
up to heaven, and blessed, and broke the
loaves, and gave them to the disciples
to set before the people; and he divided
the two fish among them all. And they all
ate and were satisfied. And they took up
twelve baskets full of broken pieces and
of the fish. And those who ate the loaves
were five thousand men.

The miracle of the multiplication of loaves and fish is a happy blend of the human
situation of deficiency and dissatisfaction, and the divine intervention of sufficiency, and
satisfaction. When Grace and human effort combine together, the situation will
change and a miracle will happen. Five loaves and two fish - very little to feed five
thousand; but in God’s hands, touched and blessed by God, the little gets transformed
and multiplied.Scarcity turns into abundance, deficiency into sufficiency, dissatisfaction
into satisfaction, anxiety into serenity, and problem into a celebration. This is truly the
touch of the divine and grace.

