24th Week of Ordinary Time: Psalter Wk IV

17 Sep Thursday

St. Robert Bellarmine (1542-1621) is an Italian cardinal and theologian. One of the

great saints of the Jesuit order, St. Robert has also been declared a Doctor of the Church
and the patron of catechists.

First Reading: (1 Cor 15:1-11) I
would remind you, brethren, in what
terms I preached to you the gospel,
which you received, in which you
stand, by which you are saved, if you
hold it fast - unless you believed in
vain. For I delivered to you as of first
importance what I also received, that
Christ died for our sins in accordance
with the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third
day in accordance with the scriptures,
and that he appeared to Cephas,
then to the twelve. Then he appeared
to more than five hundred brethren
at one time, most of whom are still
alive, though some have fallen asleep.
Then he appeared to James, then to
all the apostles. Last of all, as to one
untimely born, he appeared also to
me. For I am the least of the apostles,
unfit to be called an apostle, because I
persecuted the church of God. But by
the grace of God I am what I am, and
his grace toward me was not in vain.
On the contrary, I worked harder than
any of them, though it was not I, but
the grace of God which is with me.
Whether then it was I or they, so we
preach and so you believed.
Ps 117:1-2, 15-17
R./ Give thanks to the Lord for he
is good.

Gospel: (Lk 7:36-50) One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and
he went into the Pharisee’s house, and
took his place at table. And behold, a
woman of the city, who was a sinner,
when she learned that he was at table in the Pharisee’s house, brought
an alabaster flask of ointment, and

standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her
tears, and wiped them with the hair
of her head, and kissed his feet, and
anointed them with the ointment. Now
when the Pharisee who had invited
him saw it, he said to himself, “If this
man were a prophet, he would have
known who and what sort of woman
this is who is touching him, for she is
a sinner.” And Jesus answering said
to him, “Simon, I have something to
say to you.” And he answered, “What
is it, Teacher?” “A certain creditor had
two debtors; one owed five hundred
denarii, and the other fifty. When
they could not pay, he forgave them
both. Now which of them will love
him more?” Simon answered, “The
one, I suppose, to whom he forgave
more.” And he said to him, “You have
judged rightly.” Then turning toward
the woman he said to Simon, “Do you
see this woman? I entered your house,
you gave me no water for my feet, but
she has wet my feet with her tears
and wiped them with her hair. You
gave me no kiss, but from the time I
came in she has not ceased to kiss my
feet. You did not anoint my head with
oil, but she has anointed my feet with
ointment. Therefore I tell you, her sins,
which are many, are forgiven, for she
loved much; but he who is forgiven
little, loves little.” And he said to her,
“Your sins are forgiven.” Then those
who were at table with him began to
say among themselves, “Who is this,
who even forgives sins?” And he said
to the woman, “Your faith has saved
you; go in peace.”

Reflection: If this incident were to reoccur in our day how will we react? Will we
be also shocked by Jesus’ actions? Do we trust in the compassionate love of

Jesus and respond to it accordingly? The closer we get to God the greater will
be the realization of our need for transformation. As a result we are urged to
perform certain actions that would reflect our change of heart. At this stage the
fear of rejection, insults and humiliation vanishes. This process culminates in
the total surrender of oneself at the feet of the Master experiencing His
true love.

